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MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS 

JOHN BIGELOW 
TRUSTEE 

l886- ICI I 

The Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art desire to 
put on record the deep regret which they share with the whole 
community at the death of their late distinguished associate, John 
Bigelow, who had been for many years a Trustee of the Museum, 
though the growing infirmities of extreme old age had of late 
prevented him from taking an active part in its affairs. Mr. Bige- 
low had long been justly regarded as the foremost private citizen 
not only of the city, but of the whole country. 

As a public-spirited man he had no superior, and gifted by 
nature with a sound mind in a sound body, which he had carefully 
nurtured by a strict and never-failing observance of the laws of 
health, he was enabled for nearly a quarter of a century beyond 
the ordinary span of human life to keep in constant touch with the 
progress and expansion of the country, and to influence public 
opinion by frequent and stirring appeals to the common sense and 
patriotic spirit of his countrymen. He seemed to have learned 
that noble art from the example of Benjamin Franklin of whom he 
was not only the patient and faithful biographer, but a diligent 
and constant student of his works and letters, with every word 
of which he seemed to be perfectly familiar. His public service 
for many years as the representative of his country abroad was of 
great value and forms an important and honorable chapter in our 
diplomatic history. As a journalist in association with and in 
succession to Bryant, he for years maintained the American Press 
at its highest and best level, and set an example of high thinking 
and of public spirit, which ought to have been followed by the 
press of the whole country to the present day to the great advan- 
tage of every public and private interest. 
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His literary gifts and faculties, so often brought into play for 
the public benefit and entertainment, were best and finally ex- 
hibited in his instructive and valuable autobiography, covering in 
fact more than fifty years of our national history - an important 
contribution to our annals, and it is hoped that this great work 
on which he was closely engaged almost to the day of his death 
may be completed out of the material which he has left. 

As a great citizen of spotless character known of all men, his 
membership in this Board was of immense value to the Museum, 
the loss of which cannot easily be made good. By his death the 
Museum and the City have been deprived of a priceless treasure. 

FRANCIS DAVIS MILLET 
TRUSTEE 

I9IO - I912 

The Trustees of The Metropolitan Museum of Art desire to 
express their profound sorrow for the death of their beloved 
associate Francis Davis Millet and for the irreparable loss which 
the Museum and American Art have suffered in that tragical 
calamity. 

Among all who came to their death by the fatal disaster to the 
Titanic, there was no one whose place it will be so difficult to fill - 
no one whose service to the public was more constant and valuable. 

It seems but yesterday that he was among us in the fullness of 
life and in the rigorous exercise of all his brilliant powers. He left 
us with the promise on his lips and in his heart of a very speedy 
return to resume for the public benefit his useful work and now all 
we have of him is a handful of ashes in the family burial place 
at Bridgewater, the widely scattered works of his skilful hands, 
and a very loving place in the hearts of his countrymen. 

Among all the artists of high repute in America there was no 
one of such versatile genius as Millet, and his activities were as 
varied as his natural gifts, and so it came about that no one 
Institution and no one Department of Art could claim or monop- 
olize them all. 

As a painter he won early distinction and the highly prized 
examples which he left behind him both in England and America 
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